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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-47 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dicker et al (US 2003/0105682). 

Dicker et al teach an electronic catalog system (online catalog), comprising: an 
electronic catalog (online catalog) of items that are available for purchase, the that 
include descriptions of the items, and electronic catalog including pages providing 
functionality for online users to select items to purchase (page 2, [0020]); a wish list 
application that provides functionality for users of the electronic catalog to create wish 
lists with items selected from the electronic catalog, and to purchase items as gifts from 
the wish lists of other users (page 12, [0141]); a database which stores information about 
affiliations between the users (page 5, [0062); and a notification (recommendation) 
component which is responsive, to an online request from a first user for a catalog page 
which includes a description of a first item (page 18, table 3), and whereby users are 
notified, during browsing of the electronic catalog, when accessed items are on the 
electronic wish lists other users (page 14, [0179]). Dicker et al further teach an update 
page button allowing a user to view a refine list of session recommendation (notification), 
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a system which is designed to store user click stream or query log data reflecting the 
products viewed by each user during ordinary browsing of the online catalog (page 9, 
[0115]), a variety of methods that can be used to initiate the recommendations 
(notifications) such as sending an e-mail in which case the e-mail listing may contain 
hyperlinks to the product information pages of the recommended items (page 7, [0087]), 
a user profiles" database which stores account specific information about users of the site, 
the user's purchase history, including dates of purchase, a history of items recently 
viewed by the user to purchase (page5, [0062]), a method of purchasing an item as a gift 
for someone else based on gift they've already bought (page 12, [0143]), a user's ability 
to browse their electronic catalogs by voice for example in some systems, users can 
access voiceXML versions of the site's web pages using a telephone connection to a 
voice recognition and synthesis system and in such systems, a user request for voice- 
based information about a product may be treated as a product viewing event (page 10, 
[0120]). 

Dicker et al do not teach determining whether the first item is on an electronic 
wish list of a user who is affiliated with the first user, and (b) when the first item is 
determined to be on an electronic wish list of a second user who is affiliated with the first 
user, supplementing the page with a notification that the first item is on the wish list of 
the second user but the examiner takes the Official notice that this is rather a simple task 
to determine whether or not an item belongs to a second user's electronic list once said 
user is affiliated to a first user because any of the user would be able to find the items of 
interest in said user's list and use the notification (recommendation) method as taught by 
Dicker et al to let the user know of the findings. 
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Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Linden et al (US 2002/0019763) teach the use of product viewing histories of 
users to identify related products. 

• Veeneman (US 6,669,088) teaches a multi-merchant gift registry having a system 
for registering items selected by a registrant from a plurality of participating 
merchants for subsequent communications to a prospective purchaser. 

• Spiegel et al (2002/0194087) teach a method and system for electronic commerce 
using multiple roles. 

• Linden et al (US 2002/0198882) teach a system providing session-specific web 
page or web site recommendations to a user based upon an identification of web 
pages previously viewed by the user during a browsing. 

• Bezos et al (US 2003/0083961) teach a market system in which users generate 
and browse user-to-user preorder listings via a definitive products catalog. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ronald Laneau whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3973. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 8:30am - 6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on (703) 308-5183. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Ronald Laneau 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3627 
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